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When on motion of Mr. SENSEN-
BRENNER, it was,

Resolved, That the House disagree to
the amendment of the Senate and
asked for a conference with the Senate
on the disagreeing votes of the two
Houses thereon.

Thereupon, the SPEAKER pro tem-
pore, Mr. BALLENGER, by unanimous
consent, appointed Messrs. HYDE, SEN-
SENBRENNER, COBLE, CONYERS, and BER-
MAN, as managers on the part of the
House at said conference.

Ordered, That the Clerk notify the
Senate thereof.

9133.22 LAO PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC

Mr. GILMAN moved to suspend the
rules and agree to the following resolu-
tion (H. Res. 169); as amended:

Whereas since the 1975 overthrow of the ex-
isting Royal Lao Government, Liaos has been
under the sole control of the Lao People’s
Revolutionary Party;

Whereas the present Lao constitution pro-
vides for a wide range of freedoms for the
Lao people, including freedom of speech,
freedom of assembly, and freedom of reli-
gion, and Laos is a signatory to inter-
national conventions on genocide, racial dis-
crimination, discrimination against women,
war crimes, and rights of the child;

Whereas since July 1997, Laos has been a
member of the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN), an organization
which has set forth a vision for the year 2020
of a membership consisting of ‘open
societies . . . governed with the consent and
greater participation of the people” and
‘“‘focus(ed) on the welfare and dignity of the
human person and the good of the commu-
nity”’;

Whereas, despite the Lao constitution and
the membership by Laos in ASEAN, the De-
partment of State’s Laos Country Report on
Human Rights Practices for 1998 states that
the Lao Government’s human rights record
deteriorated and that the Lao Government
restricts freedom of speech, assembly, asso-
ciation, and religion;

Whereas Amnesty International reports
that serious problems persist in the Lao Gov-
ernment’s performance in the area of human
rights, including the continued detention of
prisoners of conscience in extremely harsh
conditions, and that in one case a prisoner of
conscience held without trial since 1996 was
chained and locked in wooden stocks for a
period of 20 days;

Whereas Thongsouk Saysangkhi, a polit-
ical prisoner sentenced to 14 years imprison-
ment in November 1992 after a grossly unfair
trial, died in February 1998 due to complica-
tions of diabetes after having been detained
in harsh conditions with no medical facili-
ties;

Whereas there are at least 5 identified,
long-term political prisoners inside the Lao
Government’s prison system and the possi-
bility of others whose names are not known;

Whereas there continue to be credible re-
ports that some members of the Lao Govern-
ment’s security forces commit human rights
abuses, including arbitrary detention and in-
timidation;

Whereas two United States citizens, Mr.
Houa Ly, a resident of Appleton, Wisconsin,
and Mr. Michael Vang, a resident of Fresno,
California, were traveling along the border
between Laos and Thailand on April 19, 1999;

Whereas the families of Messrs. Ly and
Vang have been able to learn very little from
the United States Government regarding the
whereabouts or current circumstances of
their loved ones; and
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Whereas the Congress will not tolerate any
unjustified arrest, abduction, imprisonment,
disappearance, or other act of aggression
against United States citizens by a foreign
government: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That—

(1) it is the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that the present Government of
Laos should—

(A) respect internationally recognized
norms of human rights and the democratic
freedoms of the people of Laos and honor in
full its commitments to those norms and
freedoms as embodied in its constitution and
its participation in international organiza-
tions and agreements;

(B) issue a public statement specifically re-
affirming its commitment to protecting reli-
gious freedom and other basic human rights;

(C) institute fully a democratic electoral
system, with openly contested, free, and fair
elections by secret ballot, beginning no later
than the next National Assembly elections,
currently scheduled to be held in 2002; and

(D) allow unrestricted access by inter-
national human rights monitors, including
the International Committee of the Red
Cross and Amnesty International, to all pris-
ons and to all regions of the country to in-
vestigate alleged abuses of human rights, in-
cluding those against the Hmong minority;
and

(2) the House of Representatives—

(A) decries the disappearance of Houa Ly
and Michael Vang, recognizing it as an inci-
dent worthy of congressional attention;

(B) urges the Lao Government to return
Messrs. Ly and Vang, or their remains, to
United States authorities and their families
in America at once, if it is determined that
the Lao Government is responsible for the
disappearance of Messrs. Ly and Vang;

(C) warns the Lao Government of the seri-
ous consequences, including sanctions, of
any unjustified arrest, abduction, imprison-
ment, disappearance, or other act of aggres-
sion against United States citizens; and

(D) urges the Department of State and
other appropriate United States agencies to
share the maximum amount of information
regarding the disappearance of Messrs. Ly
and Vang.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
BALLENGER, recognized Mr. GILMAN
and Mr. LANTOS, each for 20 minutes.

After debate,

The question being put, viva voce,

Will the House suspend the rules and
agree to said resolution, as amended?

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
BALLENGER, announced that two-
thirds of the Members present had
voted in the affirmative.

Mr. LANTOS demanded that the vote
be taken by the yeas and nays, which
demand was supported by one-fifth of
the Members present, so the yeas and
nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
BALLENGER, pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, announced that further pro-
ceedings on the motion were post-
poned.

9133.23 SLOVAK REPUBLIC

Mr. GILMAN moved to suspend the
rules and agree to the following con-
current resolution (H. Con. Res. 165):

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring),

SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

The Congress finds the following:

(1) Elections held in May 1999 brought the
first ever popularly elected President of the
Slovak Republic to office and demonstrated
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the commitment of the Slovak people to full
economic reforms, democratic government,
and western ideals.

(2) The parliamentary elections held in
September 1998 brought to office a coalition
government in the Slovak Republic which
has shown its commitment to economic re-
forms through economic austerity measures
approved in May 1999, increased foreign in-
vestments through privatization of markets
that were formerly state controlled, and dis-
cipline in government and currency policies.

(3) The Government of the Slovak Republic
formed after the elections of September 1998
has renewed efforts to ensure the proper
treatment of its citizens, regardless of ethnic
background, including those of ethnic Hun-
garian background through the placement of
three ethnic Hungarians in the cabinet of the
Government (including the Deputy Premier
for Human and Minority Rights), and
through the passage of the Minority Lan-
guage Use Act on July 10, 1999, in accordance
with European Union guidelines, which will
take effect on September 1, 1999, to protect
the rights of all citizens.

(4) The Government of the Slovak Republic
has made Slovakia’s integration into pan-
European and trans-Atlantic institutions, in-
cluding the European Union and the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), the
highest foreign policy priority, and through
active participation with the Visegrad Four,
the Slovak Republic has undertaken efforts
to promote stability in the region.

(5) The Government of the Slovak Republic
has stated its continuing support for the
mission of NATO in supporting democratiza-
tion and stability across Europe, and the
Government demonstrated its commitment
to these principles by fully cooperating with
NATO during the recent conflict in Kosovo,
allowing NATO full access to Slovak air-
space, highways, and railways.

(6) The Slovak Republic subsequently pro-
vided military engineers to assist the peace-
keeping force of NATO in Kosovo (KFOR),
approved a $2,000,000 humanitarian aid pack-
age for Kosovo, and housed over 100 refugees
from the conflict.

(7) The Government of the Slovak Republic
has continually worked to retain civilian
control of its military through participation
with NATO forces and has been an active
participant in the Partnership-for-Peace pro-
gram.

(8) The Slovak Republic has provided mili-
tary personnel for participation in and sup-
port of multinational peacekeeping oper-
ations such as the United Nations operations
in Rwanda and Liberia.

SEC. 2. POLICY TOWARD THE SLOVAK REPUBLIC.

It is the policy of the United States—

(1) to promote the development in the Slo-
vak Republic of a market-based economy
and a democratic government that respects
the rights of all of its citizens, regardless of
ethnic background; and

(2) to support the eventual integration of
the Slovak Republic into pan-European and
trans-Atlantic economic and security insti-
tutions.

SEC. 3. SENSE OF THE CONGRESS.

It is the sense of the Congress that—

(1) the Government of the Slovak Republic
formed after the elections of September 1998
is to be commended—

(A) for its efforts to address the issue of
proper treatment of its citizens, regardless of
ethnic background, particularly those of eth-
nic Hungarian background;

(B) for its efforts to improve the economic
situation in the Slovak Republic and for its
efforts to accelerate the privatization of
state-owned enterprises in a fair and trans-
parent process; and

(C) for its support for the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) in the recent
conflict in Kosovo;
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